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Kia Oho Ake

QUICK PRINT

Controlling dust

Learning objectives

 – To classify different dust controls onto the hierarchy of controls

 – To describe safer ways to assess and manage risks caused by dust

Equipment

 – Dust controls cards (1 set per group)

 – Hierarchy of controls chart (1 per group)

 – Hierarchy of controls poster

Note: This activity should be done after the hierarchy of controls Quick Print.

Providing this learning experience

1. As a class, recap the hierarchy of controls using the hierarchy of controls poster.

2. In small groups, ākonga explain using examples what each level on the hierarchy of control 
means to each other. For example: An engineering control would be to use an on-tool water 
suppressor when cutting concrete.

3. In their groups, ākonga read out each Dust controls card and decide together where it goes  
on the Hierarchy of controls chart.

4. Once complete, share answers as a class and discuss what each control looks like in practice.  
For example, during our toolbox/tailgate talks in the morning, it might be my job to put up the 
barrier to keep people out of the dusty area.

5. To finish, present the class with situations where there may be dust on a work site. Discuss:

 – which controls they would use to keep people safe.

 – other controls that could work that are not on the cards.

 – where examples sit on the hierarchy of controls.

15 MINUTES SCISSORSGROUPS

https://pathwaysawarua.com/
https://pickled.nz/
http://worksafe.govt.nz
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ACAsaw2_ENg6Rw2mCIYHw


2/4worksafe.govt.nz 0800 030 040

Possible solutions

ELIMINATE

Buy precut materials

SUBSTITUTE

ISOLATE

Put up barriers between  
people doing dusty work  

and everyone else

ENGINEERING CONTROLS

On-tool water suppressor
Check machines to make  

sure they are in great shape
Spray water over  

the work area

Use a local exhaust  
ventilation (LEV)  
to remove dust

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

ADMIN

Take turns doing  
jobs that are dusty

Vacuum up the dust  
instead of sweeping

Put up barriers between people doing dusty work 
and everyone else

 

Take turns doing jobs that are dusty

 
Vacuum up the dust Signs to stop people going into an area with lots 

of dust 

 

PPE

Good hygeine Respiratory mask Eye protection
Use appropriate respirator  

when doing a job that  
creates dust

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

http://worksafe.govt.nz
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Controlling dust cards

Good hygiene

Eye protection On-tool water suppressor

Respiratory mask Check machines to make 
sure they are in great shape

Buy precut materials

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Controlling dust cards 

Good hygiene

 

Respiratory mask 

 
Check machines to make sure they are in great 
shape

 

Eye protection

 
On-tool water suppressor 

 

Have stuff pre-cut to length by a machine 

 

Put up barriers between 
people doing dusty work 

and everyone else

Take turns doing  
jobs that are dusty Vacuum up the dust  

instead of sweeping

Put up barriers between people doing dusty work 
and everyone else

 

Take turns doing jobs that are dusty

 
Vacuum up the dust Signs to stop people going into an area with lots 

of dust 

 

http://worksafe.govt.nz
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Spray water over  
the work area 

Use appropriate respirator 
when doing a job that 

creates dust

Signs to stop people  
going into an area  
with lots of dust 

Put up barriers between people doing dusty work 
and everyone else

 

Take turns doing jobs that are dusty

 
Vacuum up the dust Signs to stop people going into an area with lots 

of dust 

 

Use a local exhaust 
ventilation (LEV)  
to remove dust

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

Spray water over the work area 
(this causes a risk to the environment) 

 

Use a full face respirator when doing a job that 
creates dust

 

Use a local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to remove 
dust

 

 

 

Controlling dust cards

http://worksafe.govt.nz
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Dust controls (hierarchy)

Best way to 
manage risk

A way to 
manage risk

PPE

ADMIN  
CONTROLS

ENGINEERING  
CONTROLS

ISOLATE 
Keep away

SUBSTITUTION 
Replace

ELIMINATION 
Get rid of

http://worksafe.govt.nz
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Hierarchy of controls poster

FIRST TRY ELIMINATION

Eliminate risks

IF ELIMINATION IS NOT REASONABLY PRACTICABLE

Substitute Isolate Apply engineering control measures

IF THERE IS STILL RISK

Apply administrative control measures

IF RISK STILL REMAINS – PPE IS THE LAST LINE OF DEFENCE

Use personal protective equipment (PPE)

http://worksafe.govt.nz

